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School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

April 4, 2017 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:06 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey (Arrived at 7:10 p.m.) 

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  

John Danizio, Director of Finance  

 

Jennifer Levatino, Director of Art, joined the committee.  Ms. Levatino shared aspects of 

the Visual Art curriculum along with a display of Print Making art from grades K-12. 

 

Student Representatives 

 

Student Representatives Olivia Phillips and Randi Kirk joined the committee to report on 

recent events at the high school.  Spring sports are underway.  Girl’s lacrosse won against 

Beverley and Boys’ volleyball won against Arlington.   The WHS concert choir is 

kicking off their spring concert this evening.  Seniors are hearing back from colleges and 

looking forward to planning for their college experience.  On Friday the Art and 

Humanities students are taking a trip to New York City to visit the Whitney Museum and 

some smaller galleries.  Congratulations went out to Dan Yurkovetsky, Mr. WHS 2017.  

April is National Autism Awareness Month and to show their support WHS is setting day 

aside a day for students and faculty to wear blue to support acceptance and awareness.  

The Winchester Coalition for a Safer Community is sponsoring Speak About It - a forum 

on healthy relationships.  The event will be held on April 12th at the First Congregational 

Church and is geared to high school junior and seniors.  Authorfest took place at all the 

schools in Winchester today.  The third quarter marking period ends this Thursday, April 

6th.   

 

Public Comment 

 

Ms. Claire Barden of Bonad Road is a two year resident of Winchester with two children 

ages three and under.  Ms. Barden shared her concerns around the option for half-day 

kindergarten being eliminated in the 2017-2018 school year and asked the committee to 
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preserve the half-day kindergarten option. Ms. Barden stated that a mistake was made in 

the decision-making process, stating the process was not followed.  Ms. Barden requested 

the committee to indefinitely postpone the Warrant Article for Town Meeting to fund 

$600,000 to initiate all-day kindergarten for the 2017-2018 school year.   

 

Ms. Deb Melkonian of Washington Street spoke to the pressures put on five-year olds in 

kindergarten.  Ms. Melkonian stated that many families, such as hers, are not interested in 

a full-day kindergarten program.   Ms. Melkonian stated that parents should be able to 

make a choice and have a half-day kindergarten option available.  

 

Civic Education 

 

Dr. Elineema provided a summary of content areas/grade levels where Winchester Public 

School students are engaged in civic education in response to a member request.  The 

committee asked that the summary be provided to the Multicultural Network.  

 

WHS Project Additional Requests Update 

 

Dr. Evans stated that the Educational Facilities Planning and Building Committee 

(EFPBC) meets twice monthly.  The role of the EFPBC is to work with the Project 

Manager, Builder and Architect to assure the project moves forward as planned.  At the 

end of a project there is a “wish list” of items that may have been overlooked.  As 

contingency funds become available near project completion, the EFPBC carefully 

reviews requests made from the DPW, WPD/WFD and the school department in order to 

make fiscally prudent decisions.  Dr. Evans reviewed the items on the priority list.   

 

Mr. Nixon inquired about punch list items and how such items are handled during the end 

of the project.   Mr. Nixon requested sharing a copy of the punch list items for the high 

school project with the committee.    

 

Fields Master Plan Warrant Article 

 

The Winchester Board of Selectmen have submitted a Town Meeting Warrant Article to 

fund a fields Master Plan.  Mr. Linskey reported that the Warrant Article is requesting 

from Town Meeting $45,000 to be appropriated for the preparation of a Winchester 

Sports Fields Master Plan to include an analysis of current and projected usage of the 

fields by school-sponsored and privately-organized sports groups in Winchester.  Mr. 

Linskey reviewed the Article indicating the article is still in draft form with changes 

being discussed.   

 

Mr. Linskey commented that the Fields Master Plan would complement the Master Plan 

for the school facilities and would work in parallel with the recent yes vote for turf on 

Skillings Field.    

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

   

   VOTED that the school committee become a co-sponsor 

   to Article 23 regarding the Sports Fields Master Plan.  
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Policy Subcommittee 

 

The Policy Subcommittee reviewed the Policy and Procedures on Harassment 

(ACAB/ACAC).  The policy requires a slight revision to comply with required content.  

Dr. Evans indicated although policies require two readings, because the changes in the 

policy are minor (three words), the committee may vote on the policy this evening. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve Policy ACAB/ACAC, as presented 

   including the three words added to the original policy. 

 

Open Meeting Law Complaints 

 

The committee has recently received Open Meeting Law complaints from a citizen 

regarding posting of meetings.  The school department has been working with Town 

Counsel and the Town Clerk to respond to the complaints.  It is necessary for the school 

committee to delegate responsibility to the superintendent and school committee chair to 

respond to the Open Meeting Law complaints. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

   

   VOTED to delegate responsibility to the superintendent and  

   school committee chair for responding to Open Meeting Law 

   Complaints received by a citizen.   

 

Financial Report 

 

Director of Finance, John Danizio, reported on the monthly financial report for February 

2017.  The total “Unencumbered Balance” for the operating budget is currently $168,082, 

which is in line with last year’s budget at this time.  The Grants and Revolving accounts 

are in line as anticipated.  Mr. Danizio will keep a watchful eye on preschool tuition. 

 

Approval of Gift - WFEE powerEd UP! 

 

WFEE has donated $47,000 to the Winchester Public Schools to support technology 

initiatives.  The funding will be used for:  professional development; support for the 5th 

grade Bring Your Own Device pilot program; support for student–initiated grant requests 

for technology; and customize the student information system to support meeting 

individual student needs.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, $47,000 from WFEE 

   as presented, for technology initiatives including professional 

development; support for the 5th grade Bring Your 

 Own Device pilot program. 
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MASC Nomination 

 

The MASC Friend of Public Education Award recognizes an individual who, through 

contribution to the public schools, has demonstrated commitment to and support of public 

education. 

 

The Outstanding School Partner Award recognizes a non-profit entity who, through their 

contributions to the public schools, have demonstrated support for public education.  

Both awards are annual awards. The committee was asked to delegate a school committee 

member to complete the award nomination. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

    

   VOTED to delegate Cindy Bohne to complete an MASC 

   Friend of Public Education Award Nomination and/or 

   MASC Outstanding School Partner Award nomination on 

   behalf of the school committee. 

 

Board of Selectmen/School Committee Joint Appointment of EFPBC 

 

Charles Tseckares, a long-time member of the EFPBC, has expressed his desire to be re-

appointed to the committee as his term expired on March 1, 2017.  The appointment is a 

joint appointment with the Board of Selectmen and the School Committee. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to re-appoint Mr. Charles Tseckares for another 

   three years, in addition to the 22 previous years, as the 

   joint School Committee/Board of Selectmen representative 

   of the EFPBC.   

 

High School Administrative Assistant Job Description 

 

The reconfiguration entry and administrative spaces at Winchester High School have 

resulted in a need to revise the Winchester High School Administrative Assistant job 

description.  

 

Central Registrar Job Description 

 

As part of an effort to improve service and efficiency, Dr. Evans proposed to create a 

central district registrar, to be housed at the central office.  This will make registration for 

new families quicker and easier and ensure consistent records across schools. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the High School Administrative Assistant 

   job description and the Central Registrar job description, as 

   presented. 
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Public Hearing on School Choice 2017-2018 

 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to open the public hearing on School 

   Choice for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

A Roll Call vote was taken as follows: 

Ms. Verdicchio – Yes 

Mr. Nixon – Yes 

Ms. Bohne – Yes 

Mr. Linskey – Yes 

Ms. Bergstrom – Yes 

 

Dr. Evans reported that each year school committees in Massachusetts consider whether 

their district should participate in the school choice program during the upcoming school 

year.  Because of increasing enrollment and space constraints the superintendent 

recommended that the committee not participate in school choice for the 2017-2018 

school year. 

 

There were no public comments regarding school choice. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, it was unanimously 

 

   VOTED to close the public hearing and move into 

   public session. 

 

A Roll Call vote was taken as follows: 

Ms. Verdicchio – Yes 

Mr. Nixon – Yes 

Ms. Bohne – Yes 

Mr. Linskey – Yes 

Ms. Bergstrom – Yes 

 

Annual Vote on School Choice for 2017-2018 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED that the Winchester Public Schools not participate 

   in the school choice program for the 2017-2018 school 

   year due to increasing enrollment and space 

   limitations. 

 

Approval of Gift – John and Mary Murphy Foundation 
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The John and Mary Murphy Foundation has provided a grant in the amount of $5,150 for 

Vinson-Owen 5th grade students to participate in Project Adventure. 

 

Mr. Nixon expressed his reservation for the grant because in other schools the PTOs raise 

the money for Project Adventure.  The committee discussed the issue of consistency for 

all the five elementary schools.  Mr. Linskey suggested talking to all the elementary 

principals to provide a mechanism for apply for grants.  Dr. Elineema has been working 

with community groups to align the process.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude a grant in the amount of 

   $5,150 from the John and Mary Murphy Foundation for  

   Project Adventure at Vinson-Owen, as presented. 

 

Trip Approval 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the trip to Sturbridge, MA for 

   April 7-9, 2017, as presented, provided all the  

   necessary paperwork is in order and the superintendent 

   has the authority to cancel the trip in the case of  

   adverse world circumstances. 

 

Out-of-State Trip Approval 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve an out-of-state trip to California, PA 

   for the 2017 National Robotics League Competitions on 

   May 18 through May 21, 2017, as presented, provided all 

   the necessary paperwork is in order and the superintendent 

   has the authority to cancel the trip in case of adverse 

   world circumstances. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

   

   VOTED to approve the minutes of February 1, 2017, 

February 28, 2017,and March 23, 2017, as 

presented and edited.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes, as presented for  

   March 30, 2017 with the edit as discussed. 
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Chair Report 

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported the Board of Selectmen approved the Statement of Interest at 

their April 3rd meeting.  

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported the Board of Selectmen had questions about the fire alarm at the 

Muraco School.  At the last Town Meeting it was voted to fund the design and 

specifications for a new alarm system at a cost of $165,000.  Because fire alarm systems 

are considered a safety issue, it was determined to move forward with installing the new 

system over the summer.  The item will be brought to spring Town Meeting for 

discussion and approval. 

 

Three designer proposals for Phase I for the McCall project have been received and 

interviews are scheduled for Monday, April 10th. 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans reported how fantastic the Authorfest activities were throughout the system on 

April 4th.   

 

Dr. Evans reported how successful and well attended the recently sponsored Parent to 

Parent Transition to Kindergarten program was.  It was a wonderful event for parents to 

learn the non-academic aspects of kindergarten. 

 

Dr. Evans recently attended and Connect & Commit dinner to discuss ideas for service 

learning. 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next school committee meetings are scheduled for April 24 (prior to town meeting), 

April 25, May 1 (prior to town meeting), May 8 (prior to town meeting), and May 23. 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meetings at 9:13 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Judith A. Evans, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 
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Document Author/Presenter Date 

Civic Education Summary Dr. Jennifer Elineema 4/4/17 

WHS Additional Project Requests Skanska 4/4/17 

Fields Master Plan Warrant Article 23 Board of Selectmen/School 

Committee 

4/4/17 

Policy ACAB/ACAC Policy and Procedures on 

Harassment 

Policy Subcommittee 4/4/17 

Financial Update – April 4, 2017 John Danizio 4/4/17 

WFEE PowerEd Up Donation Caron Connelly 4/4/17 

MASC Nomination MASC Friend of Public 

Education Award and/or Outstanding School Partner 

Award 

Cindy Bohne 4/4/17 

Reappointment to EFPBC - Letter Charles Tseckares 4/4/17 

WHS Administrative Assistant Job Description Judith Evans 4/4/17 

Central Registrar Job Description Judith Evans 4/4/17 

Gift Approval – John and Mary Murphy Foundation 

– Project Adventure 

Hall & Sullivan 4/4/17 

Trip Approval - Latin Club Mary Elizabeth DeCamp – 

Latin Teacher 

4/4/17 

 

Out-of-State Trip Approval Kathy Grace – IT Specialist 4/4/17 

Approval of Minutes – 2/1, 2/28, 3/23, and 3/30 Judith Evans 4/4/17 

 


